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November 13,2018

Before the
Federal Communications Commission
Washington, D.C.20554

ln the lVlatter of )
lmplementation of Section 621(a)(1) of the Cable )
MB Docket No 05-31 1 Communications Policy Act of 1984 as Amended )
by the Cable Television Consumer Protection and )
Competition Act of 1992 )

COMMENTS OF AREA 58 Community Access Media
AREA 58 Community Access l/edia appreciates the opportunity to file comments on the
Second Further Notice and Proposed Rule-making ('FNPRM") in the above-referenced
docket. AREA 58 Community Access Media, a recognized 501.c.3, is a regional media
center located in Carver, MA. The Center covers the towns of Halifax, Plympton, and
Carver, with 5 total channels. As a PEG center, we produce Government, Education and
Public Access Programming. As of the 2017 assessment, this covers a total of 6765
subscribers with access to Area 58 programming on Cable Television. We strongly oppose
the tentative conclusion in the FNPRIV that cable-related in-kind contributions, such as
those that allow our programming to be viewed on the cable system, are
franchise fees. While serving three unique and vibrant small communities, the impact to our
budget of reduced franchise fees (resulting from a change in the long-standing agreement
from the cable operator that such obligations are not franchise fees, thus allowing the cable
franchises to assess costs to public access centers, using fair market value determine the
amount to be considered a franch se fee, will result in arbitrary dedu
substantially detract from our ability to continue to provide the services to rec c/

communities; services whose scope and amount increase regularly

Aside from the local Government and Education programming, which include a plethora or
weekly meetings from each of the towns, resulting in nearly 400 unique programs each
year, all programs that would be available from no other source, we also help the
citizens/members to create their own programs, and in doing so, afford them the ability and
teach them the skills to allow them to bring forth their visions and ideas to the community -a service that would absolutely not be available were the Public Access Centers not in
operation and properly funded to be there for the people. Programming, such as "The Ken
Simmons Show," and "Topic Time with Harrison Young," are programs inform and entertain
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students to appty to the Framingham High School television
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Dear FCC Officials:

I 
.am. 

writing to express TY grave concerns about any policy change that could leadelimination of funds for puhlic-Education-Gor*rn-*nt'(pr6iproeramming 
and theimpact that those policy changes would have on ftre Friminfiham public Schools in

Framinghnm public Sc
Robert A, Tremhlay, Ed.I)., Superintcnrlent of

73 Mount Wayte Ayenue,
Framingham,

Telephonc: 508-626-91 iB Fax: 508

November 14,2018

Federa.l Communications Comm ission
445 1zth Street $W
Washington, DC Z0SS4

RE: Proposed Rute Making in lmplementation of section 621(ax1) of the cabcommunications Policy Act of 1$84 as Amended bv ft* Crii,re reuvisiJn
Protection and competition Act of 1992, MB Dockei os- gfl,

parti

Through this correspondence I am requesting that Federal Com m unicati ons Comrn issiocontinue to support mechanisms thet generate revenue thro ugh local cahte franchiseorder to sustain the outstending partnersh ip that has been forged between the FramFubtic Schoots and Access Framingham (AFrv) and the resulting programming that thispartnership affords our students.

Over the last four years, AFTV has had a major role in providing transparency byimproving the quality of cablecasting and adding liv€ streaming and videothe process of two of the Cities etected governing bodies (City Council & $choolCommittee)
AFTV has upgraded the anti quated analog television facilities to high definitioncontemporary broadcasting standards. They have designed, promoted, and delcomprehensive, portable h igh definition mobite sports production system; rneintai
manage the cable access television system at Framingham High School; and
consultant $ervices on audio system upgrades for the districts auditoriums

a AFTV provides Facebook Live transmission seruices to the C ity so that residentsanother mobile platform to view meetings and ensure rea l-time communication
residents and com munity etakeholders
AFTV operates after school and summer TV [Media Ctubs for the purpose of

It is wotth aoknowledging the programming that exists in the Framingham public Schoolsresult of our strong parlnership witfr Accesi Framingharn:

I

middle school

No cf Copie, ,*r,o__ e*_-r_i:;f ABCDI
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aUgmBnting whet student$ have learned outside of the school day through
a

harrds-on learning opportunities during the school day
AFTV produces and supervises rernote multi-camera LIVE produtrtaons with our
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production students, including: School Committee Meetings, $chool BuildinMeetings, schoolsporting events , concerts, PTO elections, School Commhigh profile employee searcheS , etc
a We

award for the newscast.
are incredibly proud that the Flyer News has been awarded a New England

ln consideration of the foregoing exarhples, we appreciate your attention to ourexpressed concern e bout and disapproval of the proposals and tentative conclusionsthe FCC's September ZS Fu ilher Notice of Proposed Rule Making in lmplemantation of621(aX1) of the Gabte Cornmunications Policy Act of 1gB4 as Arnended by the CabteConsumer Protection and Competition Act of 1992, tvrB Docket 05-31 1

Very truly your$,

Robert A.
$uperintendent of

CC:
.D,r: 

YL? 
l', 

n *. S p_i ce r, 
-M 

a yo r, C i ty o f F re m i n g h a m
Mary Eilen Keiley, chief Financiar Officer,-city of Framingham
Lincoln Lynch, Executive Director of Finance a opeiriioni'-"
Scott l\rlercer, Executive Director, eccess Framingham (AFTV)
Joseph M, corazzini, Assistant supeirntend"rt ro=i ililiiy; iivbrsity, and comDevelopment

Itryy Piasecki, Executive Director - office of the superintendent of schoolsDr- Tom scoft, Executive Director, naassactrusetts Association of $choorSuperintendents



by bringing local and regional talent and businesses into the public consciousness in a way
that would otherwise not be available to the public. While "What's Left" and "The Don
I\IcKeag Show" tackle the political spectrum for completely opposite viewpoints, in a
personal and uncompromised fashion that big media, who are beholden to their sponsors
and profits simply do not have the means or desire to do. We through our channels, provide
that platform. We are the last and greatest bastion for people to effectively exert their free
speech and bring forth those concepts the public. We are the video soapbox of the current
age. We reject the implication in the FNPRM that PEG programming is for the benefit of the
Iocal franchising authority (LFA) or a third-party PEG provider, rather than for the public or
the cable consumer. As demonstrated above, Area 58 provides valuable local programming
that is not othenruise available on the cable system or in other modes of video delivery such
as satellite.

Yet the Commission tentatively concludes that non-capital PEG requirements should be
considered franchise fees because they are, in essence, taxes imposed for the benefit of
LFAs or their designated PEG providers. By contrast, the FNPRM tentatively concludes that
buildout requirements are not franchise fees because they are not contributions to the
franchising authority. The FNPRTM then requests comment on "other requirements besides
build-out obligations that are not specifically for the use or benefit of the LFA or an entity
designated the LFA and therefore should not be considered contributions to an LFA." PEG
programming fits squarely into the category of benefits that do not accrue to the LFA or its
designated access provider, yet the Commission concludes without any discussion of the
public benefits of local programming that non-capital PEG-related provisions benefit the LFA
or its designee rather than the public at large.
We appreciate the opportunity to add to the record in this proceeding.

Respectfully subm itted,

,e&,//-
Ron crark "@Vice-Chairman
Carver Board of Selectmen
108 tt/lain St.
Carver, MA 02330


